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Spurious Parasites, or Some Mistakes in the 
Diagnosis of Parasites.* 


By A. W. Nort Priuers, F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—About thirteen years 
ago I had the honour of reading a paper, which I fear 
contained many errors, before this Association. Since 
then, however, I have, in conjunction with other 
members of the profession, come across a number of 
errors in parasitic diagnosis, some of which appear to 
be of sufficient interest to bring to your notice this 
evening. 

If my remarks do little more than remind us that a 
contribution from each member every dozen years or 
so would give us ample material for our meetings, it 
will relieve the Society’s officers of a great anxiety. 

Being once very much impressed with the value of a 
paper by the late William Hunting on “ Some mistakes 
I have made,” I feel that an attempt on somewhat 
similar lines with regard to parasites should provoke 
a good discussion, although I realise that I cannot deal 
with such a theme in the manner which only Hunting 
was entitled to do. 

The long-distanced thought-reading kind of diag- 
nosis with regard to worms is fortunately dying, 
although perhaps not fast enough, and in its stead are 
coming simple microscopical methods of fecal 
examination. It seems such a risky procedure to 
guess when proof takes little longer to establish. 

The title of my remarks is not very precise, but, as 
far as I have been able to ascertain, the veterinary 
aspect of the present subject has not been dealt with in 
an exhausting or exacting manner. 

Cobbold, in his classic work Entozoa, published in 
1864, gave about thirty pages upon what he termed 
spurious helminthology, which he introduced in the 
following manner (p. 393) :— 

“ As I propose to devote two brief chapters to the con- 
siderations of Pseudelminths (taking the word in its widest 
sense), it is fortunate that the subject will naturally divide 
itself into two distinct sections. In the first division, 
I place those Entozoa which are not referable to the class of 
Helminths ; and in the second section I include all the 
Pseudentozoa, whether they be merely misplaced worms 
non-parasitic animals, or any kind of animal or vegetable 
substances or organisms which have been erroneously 
described as belonging to the class of Entozoa. One would 
naturally prefer to leave these out altogether ; but since 
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many persist in maintaining the helminthic character of all 
sorts of strange products ; and since, moreover, it is neces- 
sary that the medical practitioner should be on his guard 
against imposition, I have thought it would render this work 
more useful and complete if I gave an outline of this part 
of the subject however short it might be necessary to make 
it.”” 


At Cobbold’s time parasitic arthropods had not 
received a great amount of attention, and this explains 
why he applies the term spurious helminths to an 
arthropod which had wrongly been placed amongst 
the cestodes. Whilst some of the cases described by 
him are impositions, such as worms from the muscu- 
lature of fish being found in the bladder of the human 
female, or Gordius aquaticus being placed in the urine 
receptacle, some refer to errors in determination. 
Thus, amongst many other interesting records, we have 
it stated that a raisin stalk voided per anum, a carpal 
of a mulberry (macerated and deprived of its colour 
by digestion), part of a bird’s hyoid bone, portions of 
the ligamentum nuche, and other tissues, have all at 
different periods been raised to the dignity of parasites 
with specific names. 

In an article on “ Spurious parasites in the faces ’ 
of animals, in Veterinary Medicine for October, 1922, 
Maurice C, Hall in his introductory remarks mentions 
four groups into which such naturally fall, viz. : 
(1) A true parasite of one animal being found within 
another, an example of which may be seen in swine 
which have eaten ruminants’ intestines containing 
Moniezia sp; (2) non-parasitic organisms eaten and 
partly digested, such as certain insect larve from 
carrion ; (3) portions of host structure, instanced by 
clots and cysts ; and (4) animal or vegetable material 
such as seeds and fibres. When consideration is given 
to the Entozoa, other groups or classes present them- 
selves. 

In the following accounts of actual “finds” the 
question of intelligence hardly arises, because in many 
of them it is purely a matter of lack of time and a not- 
over-keen desire to unpack the dusty microscope. 

1. Quite recently I received a small bottle of white 
worms, which the sender stated were apparently 
spewed up into the crib by a beast he was treating for 
indigestion. After pointing out that they were 
possibly brought up in the cud, it}was stated that 
similar forms had not previously been encountered in 
cattle. It did not occur to the inquirer that ascarids 
occur in the stomach and intestines, and that the 
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journey upwards would thus have been a difficult one. 
However, several of the worms had burst in the bottle, 
and in a little of the deposit typical Belascaris eggs 
were found, and the adult worms turned out to be 
undoubtedly B. mystaz of the cat. The spewing, there- 
fore, had most likely been done by a cat, and the vomit 
had then become partly covered with cattle food, for 
the bottle contained evidence of the latter. The 
possibilities of cases of a similar nature, where the 
parasites are either actually voided or found within the 
host,should be borne in mind in the cases of swine, dogs, 
cats and even birds. which may eat discarded organs 
of sheep, rabbits, rats, or fish containing their respec- 
tive worms. It occurs to me that the case of Tania 
saginata of man from the goat recorded by Southwell 
(A note on the occurrence of certain Cestodes in New 
Hosts, Annals of Tropical Medicine and Parasitology, 
Vol. XIV. No. 3, February 8th, 1921, p.297), admittedly 
-accidental, may be explained in similar lines. So 
recently as December 22nd, 1922, the 
Record, p. 944, contained a statement by a veterinary 
surgeon, made during a discussion on Strongylosis of 
the goat, to the effect that a goat died suffering from a 
nematode which he recognised as Strongylus armatus. 
This term is, of course, applied to three equine worms 
which, as far as I know, have never been found in the 
goat, let alone being the cause of serious disease. 

2. I have had several cases in which the rat-tailed 
maggot of the fly Fristalis tenazx (exhibit No. 230) has 
been found in voided feces. The larve of this fly are 
often seen in unsavoury situations such as the urin- 
iferous liquid at the edges of manure and in the exudate 
from portions of carcases, and no doubt in many cases 
the maggots have never been in the alimentary canal 
at all, yet in others that have undoubtedly been eaten, 
say by swine from such places as mentioned above. 

3. In dealing with certain abscesses, especially small 
ones, in connection with the skin, it is not uncommon to 
hear the core which escapes spoken of as “ a grub ” by 
the animal’s attendants. When one is informed that 
the “last one” was alive, some restraint should be 
exercised before flatly pointing out the error, for, in 
some cases, the grub might easily be a veritable 
hypoderma larvee. Such was the experience of one 
member of the profession a few years ago. Possibly 
the origin of the “grub” theory can be traced to 
certain species of Cestride, although “ grubs” 
apparently affect man also. The worm in the tail of 
cattle would appear to be a different story. 

4. In February, 1912, a colleague forwarded me a 
bottle of specimens (exhibit No. 124) which he had 
received from the editor of a well-known canine period- 
ical. The history given was that the “ worms” in the 
bottle had been extracted from under the tongues of a 
number of bull terriers in South Africa by a native dog 
doctor who enjoyed a considerable practice and repu- 
tation. The owner of the dogs in question, apparently 
an educated and intelligent man, seemed rather mysti- 
fied, for these worms were held to be the cause of 
distemper, with which he had had considerable experi- 
ence ingEngland without hearing about the “ worm.” 
His losses were serious until “ worm” extraction was 
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tried,fwhen most satisfactory results were obtained. 
For these reasons material was sent to this country, 
chiefly I suppose to wake up the poor “‘vets.” Histo- 
logical examination revealed that the so-called worms, 
which were badly preserved in Dutch gin, were por- 
tions of the mucous membrane of the mouth, probably 
from the freenum. 

5. The following is an abridged account of an in- 
teresting case which appeared in the Veterinary Journal 
for September, 1914. With the specimen came the 
following : “ I enclose a worm which has been sent to 
me with the rather curious history that it had come 
away, together with about half a pint of blood, from the 
bladder of a gelding after urinating. I should be 
glad if you would examine it and give your candid 
opinion as to what you think of it. Personally, it 
looks to me like the ordinary Ascaris megalocephala, 
but the veterinary surgeon who sent it is so sure on the 
point that I do not like to contradict him without 
being backed up by someone else.” 

The original sender gave me the following history : 
“ An aged vanner was standing in the street in harness 
when he was noticed bleeding from the penis. In a 
few seconds the worm escaped from the urethra ; it was 
then alive and was brought back to me. The horse 
was walked to my yard, about two miles, and while 
For twelve 
hours the urine was blood-stained, but no other symp- 
toms have been noticed. When fresh, the worm 
measured eighteen inches long and was one inch in 
circumference at the thickest part . . . The colour of 
the worm when voided was red from adhering blood 
clots, but when washed, was yellowish white. The 
ends were similar to those of the larger ascaris. . . .”” 

I made sections of the specimen, and these showed 
that the whole had been derived from blood clot, the 
central portion being the older. Sections were sent to 
the finder, who replied as follows : “ Very many thanks 
for all the trouble you have taken with regard to the 
‘parasite.’ I was, of course, surprised to hear your 
diagnosis, but the examination you made puts it beyond 
dispute. I have shown your letter to the other veteri- 
nary surgeons, who found it difficult to believe it was 
other than ascaris.”’ 

Here, then, is a case where four members of the 
profession were mistaken ; one said the specimen was 
alive, and two were more or less convinced against 
their wills (exhibit No. 144). 

6. On more than one occasion I have received short 
and thin collections of red muscle fibres of uncooked or 
salted and cooked beef which have been found in the 
vomits of cats. In some cases the naked eye appear- 
ances of such fibres are somewhat suggestive of worms, 
but usually they are too’ stiff looking, and simple 
microscopical examination will settle the matter. 
Practically all worm diagnosis must be done with the 
microscope after suitable fixing and clearing. 

On page 206 of the Veterinary Record for October 
3rd, 1914, is an extracted account of a human case, the 
feeces of which contained bodies very similar to the ova 
of an important helminth, yet further investigation 
proved that in reality they were seeds of vanilla ; 
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exactly similar seeds were obtained from the patient’s 
cocoa. In our patients, especially the herbivora, the 
freces often contain vegetable bodies, which must be 
carefully studied to avoid error. The structure of the 
vegetative elements of moulds, alge, fungi and the 
various seeds must constantly be borne in mind. Pulp 
vesicles from lemon squash have often been mistaken 
for flukes in human feeces. Stiles has recorded how 
certain parts of the banana closely resemble a number 
of segments of a smal] tape-worm. Professor J. W. H. 
Stephens, F.R.S., some years ago showed me such a 
specimen actually encountered in the microscopical 
examination of feeces. 

7. [have received quite a large number of slides and 
samples of material on or in which it was said small 
nematodes could be detected. In several the observers 
were so confident that the diseases had been 
treated as parasitic ones, and only the names of the 
worms were required. The only bodies, somewhat 
resembling nematodes, that T could detect in such cases 
were plant hairs. Quite a number of these go right 
across the field under the in. lens, have truncated ends 
vaguely suggestive of the male bursa, and with a 
tapering opposite extremity. They are often almost 
transparent and devoid of any of the internal struc- 
tures so easily detected in small nematodes. They are 
very common in the feces of horses, cattle and sheep. 

8. A medical practitioner once forwarded me a 
“find ” from the feces of a female patient who was 
confined to her bed. The case was somewhat obscure, 
with indigestion as a prominent symptom. A milk 
diet was ordered. After about a week’s treatment 
some elliptical and segmented bodies were found in the 
feces (exhibit No. 131). They were apparently 
regarded as the immature form of some insect-—-pre- 
sumably a human case of bots. On opening the stop- 
pered bottle, I noticed a strong smell of onions. This 
appeared strange in view of the diet ordered. On 
shaking the sample in weak formalin solution, there 
was no doubt that the “ parasites ” were layers of the 
bulb of an onion curled up at right angles to the vas- 
cular structures, giving the lozenge-shaped body thus 
formed a rough resemblance when covered with faces 
to certain large larve of insects. The act of having 
eaten onions was established later on. 

9. Only recently a friend of mine. who is an admitted 
authority on cestodes, presented me with a specimen 
which at first deceived him; the same applies to 
myself ; and I have since had the satisfaction of proving 
that we were not the only victims. Being at that 
moment particularly interested in the measurement of 
the hooks of canine tape-worms, the enthusiast was 
anxious for material. When out for a walk a large 
collection of dogs’ feces appeared to contain a heavy 
infestation of teenie. Safely secured in an evening 
paper and packed in a tin, it was later discovered that 
the “ worms ” were in reality several yards of tangled 
golf ball core, upon which the dog had chosen to 
defecate (exhibit No. 67). 

10. In cats I have many times heard offa¥diagnosis 
of beetle poisoning, but I have as yet been unable to 
satisfy myself that such a condition really exists. 
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In certain abnormal states of the alimentary canal, 
beetles are certainly eaten with avidity, but as far as 
any evidence I have been able to collect goes, depravity 
of appetite seems to be the first clinical manifestation 
of the pathological state of the alimentary canal. So 
far, then, as the beetles are concerned, I do not think 
they are the primary cause of the unthriftiness which 
is seen in such cases. In this connection, the following 
account of a town cart mare is not without interest. 
She gradually became unthrifty, and this appeared to 
result from a capricious appetite. The usual treatment 
of the teeth, tonic powders and doses of opening medi- 
cine failed to bring about improvement, and yet clinical 
examination revealed nothing definite. On enquiry as 
to the possibility of rats getting on the food, it was 
found that the manger and structures in front of it 
contained large numbers of the beetle Alphitobius 
diaperinus (exhibit No. 157). The manger was pulled 
down, the place cleaned out, the wall painted, and a 
fresh temporary manger placed at the other end of the 
box. The original situation had a steam boiler on the 
other side of the wall. The mare soon started to eat 
properly and made a steady recovery. In this case the 
beetles would appear to have had a deterrent effect 
rather than an internal one. On an earlier occasion 
I received a number of the same species of beetle from 
the collars of pit ponies in the Barnsley district 
(exhibit No. 91). Here they appeared to be destroying 
the straw of the after whale, and as a result sore 
shoulders were much too prevalent. Fowler, British 
Coleoptera, Vol. 5, p. 19, says of this species: “ In 
flour, etc., probably introduced, not common . . . in 
bakehouses. . . Mr. Bold says that it appears to find 
a congenial climate in some of the deepest coal mines 
of the Northumberland district, where it abounds in 
the stables, having been probably introduced in some 
of the horses’ food.” Professor R. Newstead, F.R.S., 
informs me that both the present and the allied species 
A, piceus feed on farinaceous material. “In the 
microscopical examination of scrapings from the skins 
of horses suspected of scabies there may be found from 
time to time hypopiai nymphe of certain mites of the 
family Tyroglyphidw. Such nymphe are incapable of 
producing clinical irritation, have no mouth parts, and 
are often found in dust from*normal horses. I have 
examined many “finds ” of this kind, but to attribute 
to them a definite clinical importance is, to say the 
least of it, entirely unsatisfactory and unwarranted. 

I trust that my remarks have been sufficient to start 
an interesting discussion, and that experiences some- 
what similar to mine may be brought out in it. 
Although it may be tedious and unprofitable to spend 
a long time in trying to identify some piece of vegetable 
or animal fibre, or even some spore or seed, which has 
misled us into giving a diagnosis of parasitic disease, 
there is at least some satisfaction in tracking down such 
enemies of our reputations. 








There is a real boom in pedigree stock prices. Pigs 
more than any other farm animal appear to appreciate 
in value, and if the world trade the country once enjoyed 
could be restarted, stock-hreeders in Britain would flourish. 
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Veterinary Science in India—I. 





EDUCATION FOR PROVINCIAL 
AND IMPERIAL SERVICES. 





[ Reprinted from The Civil and Military Gazette.] 


At Calcutta during the week commencing February 
26th, a conference convened by the Government of 
India was held of the senior officers of the Indian 
Veterinary Service, under the presidency of Colonel 
G. K. Walker, C.I.E., O.B.E., F.R.C.V.8., Principal 
of the Punjab Veterinary College. The members were 
assisted in their deliberations by Lieut.-Colonel 
Hutchinson, C.1.E., Public Health Commissioner with 
the Government of India, representing the Indian 
Medical Services ; Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Pallin, C.B.E., 
D.S.0., Assistant Director of Veterinary Services 
in India; Mr. W. Smith, Imperial Dairy Expert, 
representing the Agricultural Services in India ; and 
Mr. T. Bainbrigge Fletcher, F.S.E., F.L.S., F.Z.S., 
Imperial Entomologist. The Conference was called 
together by the Government of India to duscuss 
questions bearing a more particularly professional or 
technical interest to the Service, for administrative 
questions of interest to it are now dealt with at the 
meetings of the Board of Agriculture, which includes 
representatives of the Veterinary Service. The Con- 
ference held at Calcutta was the second meeting of 
officers of the Veterinary Service ; the first meeting 
was held at Lahore in 1919. 

A heavy programme was laid before the meetings for 
discussion, including items dealing with veterinary 
education, contagious diseases of animals, and general 
problems. 

VETERINARY EDUCATION. 


The section of the agenda dealing with education was 
the subject of important discussion. The Public 
Services Commission, 1912-14, had recommended that 
a proportion of officers of the Provincial Services grade 
should be admitted after further training to the In- 
perial cadre, and that as soon as possible steps should 
be taken to institute courses of veterinary education 
in India, teaching up to the highest standard, so that 
the needs of the Imperial Service could be met from 
graduates trained in the country. A trial course for 
the instruction of selected men from the Provincial 
Service with a view to promotion to the Imperial grade 
has already been commenced in India, at the Imperial 
Bacteriological Laboratory, Muktesar. The depu- 
tation of those men to England for training was held 
to be undesirable by expert opinion. 

As the outcome of a resolution passed at the first 
Conference in 1919, a special meeting of the Principals 
of the Veterinary Colleges assisted by the Director of 
the Muktesar Laboratory and the Veterinary Adviser 
to the Government of the United Provinces was held at 
Bombay in February, 1922, to draft a scheme of veteri- 
nary education for the training of Indians in India to 
the highest standard as recommended by the Public 
Services Commission. A four years’ course of study 
was carefully drawn up by this meeting and the system 
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of training was held to represent the minimum needs 
in instruction and teaching resources for the primary 
education of Indians up to the standard indicated by 
virtue of the rapid advances in knowledge in veterinary 
science. This meeting, moreover, recommended the 
establishment of a Central Advisory Board to deal with 
general questions concerning veterinary education 
throughout India, and it further stipulated that selected 
Indians who had passed successfully through this 
course might be made eligible for promotion to the 
Imperial Service after undergoing a prescribed course 
of post-graduate instruction in India. After examina- 
tion of this system the Government of India believed 
that it was so thorough and exacting from a financial 
aspect that it would probably not be adopted for many 
years to come at the Indian Veterinary Colleges, and it 
was suggested by the Secretary of Revenue and Agri- 
culture that the Conference might examine the prac- 
ticability of establishing a Central College for all India 
equipped for the teaching of the small number of 
graduates that would be required to fill the higher posts 
and would need the higher training; he suggested 
further that possibly Muktesar, with its advantages of 
climate and technical resources, might be found most 
suitable for this purpose. 


STANDING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED. 


In view of these developments, the first question dis- 
cussed at the Calcutta Conference was whether any 
revision was necessary of the conclusion arrived at by 
the first Conference at Lahore and the subsequent 
meeting of Principals at Bombay. The members 
unanimously agreed that the Bombay programme 
represented the minimum requirements for the training 
of students to the standard demanded by the Public 
Services Commission. The establishment of a Standing 
Committee on Veterinary Education was very strongly 
recommended, and this Committee should be empowered 
to make minor modifications and additions to the 
curriculum as warranted by circumstances ; in parti- 
cular it was considered that the institution of a satis- 
factorily high standard of preliminary education 
should be a matter requiring the utmost vigilance. 
The feeling among the members was that Muktesar, 
largely on account{of the absence of clinical material, 
was unsuitable for this course of primary veterinary 
education, and they recommended that an endeavour 
should be made to establish it immediately at one of the 
existing colleges. At the Punjab Veterinary College 
study extending over four years has recently been intro- 
duced, and, as far as buildings and material equipment 
are concerned, this institutionranks among the foremost 
in the world. With the development of its teaching 
resources, particularly for instruction in the subjects 
which are of prime importance to graduates destined 
for service under the State, namely the study of the 
basic principles, and the subjects tributary to a proper 
understanding of preventive medicine, this institution 
might well be adapted for the higher course of training 
drafted by the Bombay meeting last year. The 
officers at Calcutta, moreover, suggested that as soon 
as financial circumstances permitted of the establish- 
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ment of an efficient organisation to teach this rapidly 
developing side of veterinary science the higher course 
of training should be established also at the other 
colleges. 

Unfortunately, however, the adverse circumstances 
prevailing in the country at the present time, notably 
the financial stringency, which precludes the satisfac- 
tory extension of the teaching institutions generally 
so as to fit them to impart a veritable education in 
veterinary science as opposed to instruction in mere 
methods of practical treatment without an underlying 
basic training for the comprehension of the wide pro- 
blem of health and disease, and, secondly, the paucity 
of teachers of sufficient capacity to impart a rational 
teaching, render impracticable the general adoption of 
a satisfactorily high standard of veterinary education. 
The meeting thus resolved that less costly, shorter 
courses must continue. 


CouRSES OF TRAINING. 


The general outline of training for the shorter 
courses was referred to a representative sub-commit- 
tee, and considerable discussion took place among its 
members on the length of time necessary for a course of 
training which did not pretend to teach up to the 
standard fully demanded by modern requirements. 
The prevailing opinion was that a three years’ course 
represented the minimum period necessary even for 
the training of men of the present Veterinary Assistant 
class. The President and the Secretary of the Con- 
terence (the Director of the Muktesar Laboratory) 
strongly contested this view, and held that two years’ 
training would be sufficient to produce men quasi- 
empirically for the lower grades in the Service, who 
would have no pretensions to a rational knowledge of 
veterinary science ; the, establishment of a course of 
training much shorter than that required for the 
adequate training of men for the higher ranks would 
have as its natural outcome the institution of two well 
differentiated cadres in the Service, whereas a three 
years’ training would be quite inadequate for the in- 
culcation of a sufficient knowledge of the science, and it 
might lead its graduates to aspire without reason to the 
higher ranks. It is true that many living members of 
the profession in England underwent a two years’ 
course of training at the British Colleges, and a number 
of distinguished members undertook their training 
when the course was of only three years’ duration. 
There is at the present time, however, a demand for the 
extension of the course of training from four years té 
five years at the British Colleges, for it has been repre- 
sented that the march forward in our present know- 
ledge of disease in animals has been so rapid that it is 
not possible to assimilate even a rudimentary know- 
ledge of the basic subjects and contributory sciences 
which fit a man for the comprehension of the single 
problem of disease and health in a shorter period, and 
that for a State Service this comprehension is indis- 
pensable for the officer who has charge of the control 
of the economically incalculably important problem 
in the public welfare, namely, contagious diseases in 
domesticated animals. A training of shorter duration 





than that regarded by students of animal disease to be 
the minimum necessary for acquiring an understanding 
of the problem can but lead generally to the production 
of partially trained men without sound conceptions of 
their calling, and if we are to be content in India with 
a second-rate product for the present, it is as well to 
draft this individual, for the most part by selection, 
and if possible from the classes connected with animal 
husbandry without insistence upon the adequacy of 
his preliminary education. Again, the emoluments 
held out to the Veterinary Assistant are not sufficiently 
lucrative to attract recruits who possess a high standard 
of initial education. One is constrained therefore to 
regard the unfinished product of a shorter course 
largely as a mechanic to his profession, and it was held 
by the two above designated officers that a two years’ 
training would suffice for this purpose, but that with 
three years and a low standard of entrance examination 
difficulties of the nature alluded to above might be 
subsequently encountered. Through a consciousness 
of the small difference between the higher and the 
lower training the graduate in the mechanical arts 
might regard himself as entitled to promotion by reason 
of the capacity he might feel he had displayed in his 
subsequent career. Nevertheless, it was strongly 
pointed out by the Principal of the Bengal Veterinary 
College that owing to the very large number of gazet- 
ted and other holidays claimed by students at his 
college, with consequently a relatively small number 
of working days in each scholastic year, it would be 
impossible to instil into the minds of students a satis- 
factory knowledge of the art of the veterinary surgeon 
in a shorter time than three years. A three years’ 
scheme of study was therefore adopted by the meeting 
and a syllabus drafted indicating subjects for study 
in each of the three years of the course, now deprived 
completely of the basic instruction in the great natural 
sciences, which previously the veterinary colleges had 
endeavoured to teach in their curriculum. A relatively 
low standard of entrance examination was demanded, 
with the sixth standard examination as the minimum. 


QUESTION OF PROMOTION. 


On the general question of promotion among the 
various cadres of the service the Conference decided 
that the promotion of subordinate members of the 
department to the Provincial Service should be left in 
the hands of local Governments and their advisers, but 
that it is desirable to impart to the men selected for 
promotion a suitable form of post-graduate instruction 
with safeguarding tests, the nature of which should be 
decided by the local Governments concerned. The 
subordinate members of the Service include men of the 
“ Veterinary Assistant ” and “ Veterinary Inspector ” 
grades, while those belonging to the Provincial Service 
are designated ‘‘ Deputy-Superintendents ” when em- 
ployed in field administrative duties or when occupied 
as professors or as lecturers at the colleges. 

Further, it was recommended that in view of the 
Government policy providing for the promotion of a 
proportion of provincial officers tothe Imperial Service, 
this mode of promotion should be restricted to those 
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Provincial officers who have at least ten years’ service to 
the credit of the Government, whose selection isapproved 
by one of the Standing Committees of Imperial Officers 
(mentioned later), and who undertake to submit them- 
selves to a course of special work and pass certain 
specified tests prescribed by the Committee. 

The general opinion of the meeting was that men 
selected for direct appointment to the Imperial Service 
should possess the diploma of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. On account of the preponder- 
ating importance of the ox as a domesticated animal in 
India, preference should be given to those who have 
taken steps to observe the methods of cattle practice 
during their course of study. On arrival in India the 
selected recruits should undergo a course of instruc- 
tion at the Imperial Bacteriological Laboratory, 
Muktesar, and, subsequently, instruction in animal 
husbandry and dairying at the institutions concerned 
with these pursuits in India. 

In recommending methods for affording faciliiies to 
the various grades for instruction after graduation, the 
meeting decided that post-graduate courses of study 
should be provided for veterinary assistants at all the 
existing veterinary colleges, and the syllabus for these 
courses should be approved by the Central Advisory 
Committee. The institution of post-graduate courses 
of study for Provincial officers at Muktesar or elsewhere 
was approved, and the courses of study imparted at 
such institutions should be examined by the above 
Committee. 

Facilities should be given to Imperial officers to 
undergo post-graduate training at Muktesar and 
abroad. 


— ——_. 


Royal Sanitary Institute Congress. 

The 34th Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
will be held at Hull from July 30th to August 4th, 
and will be presided over by the Right Hon. T. R. 
Ferens, P.C., J.P., High Steward of Hull. The 
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of Hull is the Chatrman 
of the Local Committee, who have in hand the arrange- 
ments for receiving and entertaining the delegates 
and members. 

The sectional meetings and conferences into which 
the Congress is divided, together with the officers of 
ach, are given in a programme which may be obtained 
from the Secretary of the Institute, 90 Buckingham 
Palace Road, 8.W.1. A Health Exhibition, ilus- 
trating municipal sanitation and don estic health 
and comfort, will be arranged in connection with the 
meeting in the Wenlock Barracks, Anlaby Road. 

Nearly 200 Authorities, including foreign and 
dominion governments, government departments 
and local authorities, have up to the present appointed 
delegates to the meeting. 

During the meeting visits will be made to places 
of interest illustrative of the sanitary administration 
of Hull and district. 

The President of the Veterinary Section is 0. 
Charnock Bradley, M.D., D.Se., M.R.C.V.S., Prin- 

(Conténued at foot of first column of next page ) 
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FIELDS TO CONQUER. 


During the last year or two we have published from 
time to time the result of a vast amount of research 
into the diseases of animals, and we may feel justly 
proud that such rapid strides have been made when we 
consider how disorganised most laboratories neces- 
sarily became owing to the war. That scientific staffs 
should have so quickly been reorganised and enabled 
to settle down to work and to record definite results 
is quite a remarkable fact. Most of the veterinary re- 
search has been with reference to microbial disease, and 
probably this is due to the fact that we as a profession 
are particularly well trained in bacteriology, and our 
students readily adapt themselves to the requirements 
of a bacteriological laboratory. Moreover, the field 
for research into microbial diseases is very large. 
But there are other fields of work almost equally 
large, if not larger, which are calling for veterinarians, 
and in which we have not yet begun to take our proper 
place. Bio-chemistry is a moderately new, but a 
fascinating, study, and there is an enormous amount 
of research work to be done in it. The medical pro- 
fession is working with great energy, and though much 
new light has been thrown upon the functions and 
secretions (both external and internal) of the ductless 
and other glands, it must be admitted that we are to 
all intents and purposes merely upon the threshold 
of anew science. Another field in which our profession 
might accomplish really great results is that of dietetics 
and the physiological and pathological conditions 
affecting digestion and nutrition. Bio-chemistry may 
enable us to control and improve the growth and 
development of the young, and to counteract the 
changes due to senility, and also to correct the evil 
effects on the tissues of incurable disease, or other 
impairments of proper functional activity, while the 
study of dietetics and nutrition may result in a saving 
to the nation of many millions of pounds in food- 
stuffs alone and in increased efficiency in our stock, 
and, at the same time, reduce the price of food to the 
public. We hope some of our members will turn their 
| attention to these branches of research. 

! 
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Mobstract. 


The Ventricle Stripping Operation for Roaring. 

The author has, since he published his first account 
of the Ventricle Stripping Operation for Roaring as 
demonstrated and described to him in 1909 by Dr. 
Williams, been personally responsible for more than 
two thousand of these operations on hunters, carriage 
horses, and other varieties of the equine species, and 
in this article he puts forward his opinion on its 
permanent value, based particularly upon the series 
of cases which he has already published irom time to 
time in sequence until the outbreak of the Great 
European Wa. 

“There is no question now but that the operation 
has come to stay, and that its value from a working 
point is greatly in advance of that of the insertion of 
the tube. 

“As a proof of this, we have the fact that the opera- 
tion is now performed as a matter of routine in every 
civilised part of the world, and many reports upon its 
value have been given in the veterinary periodicals 
of Europe and America. It is especially valuable for 
animals of the hunter, carriage, and cart-horse class, 
and has found more favour with owners of these 
varieties than it has with the owner of the race-horse. 
For the latter the ordinary tracheotomy has the 
advantage that the horse can be operated upon to-day 
and raced within a few hours. With the Ventricle 
Stripping Operation, in order to get the best results, 
it is always wise to keep the patient at absolute rest 
for a minimum period of a month, and this would 
mean in the case of a race-horse that the patient 
would take at least five or six months before the 
muscles could again recover their racing tone and hard 
condition. With hunters, if it is done at the end of the 
season, it is no inconvenience whatever to the owner 
to allow a period of rest even for three or four months. 
During the interval between the hunting seasons there 
is ample time for a firm adhesion to take place between 
the vocal cord and the side of the larynx, and for the 
animal to become gradually exercised into hunting 
condition aguin. 








(Continued from first column of previous page.) 
cipal, Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, 
and the Recording Secretary is J. R. Hayhurst, 


M.R.C.V.S., D.V.8.M., Superintendent and Chief. 


Veterinary Inspector, Metropolitan Cattle Market, 
Islington, N. 

Proceedings will open on Monday, July 30th, with 
the reception of members and delegates by The Right 
Hon. the Lord Mayor, a public luncheon in the 
Guildhall, and an inaugural Address to the Congress, 
at the Royal Institution, by the Right Hon. T. R. 
Ferens, P.C., J.P., High Steward of Hull. 

The meetings of the Veterinary Inspectors’ Section 
will be held on August Ist and 2nd. 

A popular lecture will be given at the Royal Institu- 
tion by B. Seebohm Rowntree, J.P., on the latter 


date. 
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“ With carriage and cart horses there is no reason 
why they should be kept at absolute rest for more 
than a month, provided they are put to gentle work 
or exercise at the end of that time, and not submitted 
to severe exertion before the end of the eighth or ninth 
week, 

“T have read with much interest the variations 
which have from time to time been suggested in the 
technique of the operation, and have tried several 
of them, but experience has led me to still prefer to do 
the stripping of the ventricle with the finger.” 


The author prefers to do the whole operation through 
the crico-thyroid ligament only, without in any way 
injuring the thyroid or the cricoid cartilages, an 
improvement for which hejclaims to have been the 
pioneer. It is still his general practice to operate 
on both ventricles at the same time, the chief ex- 
ceptions made to this rule in the last thousand cases 
having been in very fat patients of the cart-horse 
class, because of the greater risk of suffocation from 
cedema in operating upon the two vocal cords at the 
same time. 


He feels himself able to emphasise the fact that this 
operation has given the profession a method by which 
an amelioration, sufficient to enable the horse to work 
without distress, can be promised in a very high per- 
centage of cases ; and there is a prospect, in a reason- 
able proportion, of a cure which will even enable the 
animal to pass a veterinary examination for soundness 
of wind.... “This has already happened many 
times, and, in consequence, one of the official questions 
to be answered by the owner of a stallion who travels 
under Government auspices is as to whether the larynx 
has ever been operated upon. Some of the Sale 
Repositories also make it compulsory for the vendor 
to declare in the catalogue this fact in the case of a 
hunter, whose throat has had this operation performed 
upon it, before allowing it to be entered up for sale as 
sound.” 

Success depends in a considerable measure upon 
the rapidity and skill with which the operation is 
done, and it will always, on account of its extreme 
delicacy, remain in the hands of the expert surgeon. 
The throat is such a delicate-structure that it is easy 
to permanently disarrange matters, and the cutting 
of the wrong structure, or any injury to the larynx, is 
apt to lead to cedema, to excessive granulatory tissue, 
or to ossification. 


Although the intervention of the Great War has 
made it a little difficult to trace up the original list 
of cases, the author has been able to trace a good pro- 
portion of them to a finish, and the result has been 
to emphasise the permanency of the results. 

‘ My opinion still is that it will give at least 75 per 
cent. of satisfactory results in hunters, and for animals 
which do comparatively slow work, such as carriage 
and cart horses, the percentage goes up to fully 90 
or 95.” 

[A report upon more than two thousand cases of the 


Ventricle Stripping Operation for Roaring..-Hoppay, 
F., Veterinary Journal, April, 1923.] 
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Clinical Case. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reporte of interesting cases 





Ostertagia rubida of the Pig’s Stomach. 


By A. W. Noget Pitisrs, Liverpool. 


Inthe Veterinary Record for April 21st, 1923, p. 279, 
Mr. W. G. Blackwell, M.R.C.V.S., records for the first 
time in this country_the finding of the above worm 
at Exmouth, Devon. Although, as he states, Hassall 
and Stiles originally described this parasite as Strongy- 
lus rubidus, W. D. Foster (The Round Worms of 
Domestic Swine, Bulletin 158, 1912 U.S. Bureau of 
Animal Industry) pointed out that its proper position 
was in the sub-family Trichostrongyline. 

Travassos, in his Monograph on the Trichostrongy- 
line of Brazil, placed it in the genus Ostertagia. 

In a similar work (Memorias do Instituto Oswaldo 
Cruz., Vol. XIII., 1921. No. 1, p. 57) he states that it 
seems as if this parasite has only been found in America. 

Hall, in his writings in Veterinary Medicine (Vol. 
XVIII., January, 1923, p. 29) refers to it as Hyostrongy- 
lus rubidus. 

It must be a comparatively rare worm in this country, 
for although small, one would have expected it to have 
been noticed by at least some of the many veterinary 
surgeons engaged upon swine fever work. 

I remember having seen some statement concerning 
small worms in the stomachs of swine fever cases, in a 
report of a veterinary meeting, but other worms occur 
in the pig’s stomach. 

Certain species of Ostertagia are pathogenic, but we 
have little information in this direction with regard 
to O. rubida. 

Although I have repeatedly looked for this worm, I 
have never found it, but in April, 1914, a small number 
were sent to me by Mr. J. Dunstan, F.R.C.V.S., 
Liskeard, Cornwall. It is interesting to note that 
these two finds are in adjoining counties. 








An outbreak of sheep scab recently occurred on the 
premises of a farmer in East Lothian. This farmer failed 
to notify the outbreak to the police as required by the 
Sheep Scab Order, and 620 sheep in his possession were 
subsequently found to be affected with sheep scab. The 
magistrates considered the offence a serious one and 
imposed a fine of 2s. 6d. per sheep, amounting in all to 
£77 10s. 


The Live Stock Journal asks for enlightenment upon the 
following “remarkable happening ”’:--A number of 
leading horse breeders in Essex and Heris are complaining 
that all their in-foal mares are ten days, or more, overdue 
in their foaling. Grooms have been sitting up night after 
night with their charges, and still there is no presentation 
of foals. One big breeder has a dozen brood mares so 
affected. Everyone is puzzled to know what the meaning 
of the phenomena is, for this remarkable situation is 
general in many studs in the counties named. 





Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


SpectAL MEETING oF CoUNCIL. 


A Special Meeting of the R.C.V.S. Council was held 
at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on April 6th, 1923, 
over which the President (Mr. Henry Sumner) pre- 
sided, and the same members were present as at the 
quarterly meeting which preceded it. 
ye Minutes-The minutes of the previous meeting, 
which had been printed and circulated, were taken as 
read, and confirmed. 

Mr. Gorron moved :— 


**(a) That the following be added to the First Schedule 
of Preliminary Examinations :— 
Ministry of Education for Northern Lreland. 
Middle Examination with honours in 
subjects. 
Senior Grade Examination. 
(6) That the following alterations of title be made :— 
Senior Local Examination of the Oxford delegacy for 


WY 


Local Examinations to School Certificate Examina- 


Grade three 


tion, ete. 
Senior Local Examination of the Cambridge Local 
Examinations and Lectures Syndicate to School 


Certificates Examination, ete.” 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—-I need not detain 
you one minute with the motion that I submit to you. 
In respect of the first two examinations, they are 
quite in keeping with the standard of examination 
which we require for our preliminary examination. 
In so far as the second part of the motion is concerned, 
it is merely an alteration in title. I beg, therefore, 
to move in accordance with the motion that appears 
on the paper. 

Sir Stewart STOCKMAN seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

It was unanimously resolved that the Confirmatory 
meeting should be held on Thursday, April 19th, at 
4 p.m. 

On the motion of Mr. Buxton, seconded by Mr. 
CaRTER, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the chair, and the meeting 
terminated. 





A special meeting of Council of the Royal College 
was held at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Thursday, 
the 19th April, at which the following members were 
present :—Messrs. J. B. Buxton, W. 8. King, G. H. 
Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, Major-General Sir John 
Moore, Major P. J. Simpson, Messrs. 8. H. Slocock 
and J. Willett. 

In the absence of the President, Mr. 8. H. Slocock, 
Vice-President, took the chair. 

Letters of apology for absence were received from 
the President, Major Abson, Major-General Sir 
Layton Blenkinsop, Messrs. Gaiger, Hughes, McKinna 
and Spencer. 
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BYE-LAWS. 


On the motion of the CHarrMAN, the following 
alterations and additions to Schedule I., passed at 
the previous special meeting, were duly confirmed, 
and the seal of the College was ordered to be attached 
thereto :— 


(a) Additions. 
Ministry of Education for Northern Ireland. 
Middle Grade Examination with honours in 


three subjects. 
Senior Grade Examination. 


(b) Alterations to Title. 


Senior Local Examinations of the Oxford 
delegacy for Local Examinations to “ School 
Certificate Examination, etc.” 


Senior Local Examination of the Cambridge 
Local Examinations and Lectures Syndicate 
to “School Certificate Examination, etc.” 


Correspondence.—The SECRETARY read a letter 
received from Sir Frederick Banbury, and was 
instructed as to the reply to be sent. 


Notices or Morton. 


Mr. Buxton gave notice that, at the next special 
meeting of Council, he would move the following 
motion :— 


“That after the date of the quarterly meeting of 
Council in October no further concession on account 
of military service be granted under Bye-law 59, 
except in the case of students already in attendance 
at an affiliated school.” 


The CHAIRMAN gave notice that, at the next special 
Meeting of Council, he would move the adoption of 
the following additional Bye-laws :— 


(a) Holders of an approved Veterinary Diploma 
granted in a British Possession or Colony shall be 
admitted to membership of the College after 
attendance for a prescribed period at one of the 
affiliated schools, and after passing a prescribed 
Final Examination. 


(6) No Veterinary Diploma granted after 
attendance at a curriculum of less than four years 


shall be so recognised. 


(c) The required period of attendance at an 
affiliated College shall be prescribed as one com- 


plete session. 


(d) The subjects of the prescribed Final Examina- 
tion shall be Subject 1 of the Class C Examination, 
and Subjects 1 and 2 of the Class D Examination. 


(e) The prescribed Final Examination shall be 
conducted by the Board of Examiners for the 
Membership Diploma. 


(f) The examination fee shall be fixed at 
£10 10s. Od. ; in the case of rejection the re-examina- 
tion fee shall be £5 5s. Od. 
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Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

A quarterly Council meeting of the Victoria Veterin- 
ary Benevolent Fund was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 

.C., on Thursday, April 5th, 1923, when there were 
present :—President, Mr. 8. H. Slocock (in the chair), 
Major J. Abson, Major-General Sir L. J. Blenkinsop, 
Messrs. J. B. Buxton, J. F. Craig, 8. H. Gaiger, A. 
Gofton, P. J. L. Kelland, J. W. McIntosh, Wm. 
Roots, Major P. J. Simpson, Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Messrs. H. Sumner and E. A. West. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
H. J. Dawes, F. W. L. Gooch, J. Ewing Johnston, 
T. McGuinness, Arnold Spicer and W. J. Young. 

1. Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and published, were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

2. Secretary's Report.—The Secretary submitted 
the following report, which was adopted :— 

“The following donations and new subscriptions 
have been received since the previous meeting :— 

Mrs. Wharam __... im ae £2 0 0 

N. Ireland V.M.A., collecting box ... 110 0 

A. M. Munro, M.R.C.V.S., collecting box 20 0 O 

Mrs. C. 8. Hunting, proceeds of whist 


drive... wh oe ais 5 5 
Mid-West and 8. Wales V.M.A. 10 10 O 
W. W. Smart, M.R.C.V.S. Ss 3 
Bolton’s Cinema ... vil 16 16 

£58 3 O 
New Subscriber— 
W. F. Aston be thi ie wa! Beas 


I regret to report that the amount received in 
subscriptions last year was about £50 less than that 
received in 1921. Several letters of reminder were 
issued, but the response was very poor. The number 
of outstanding subscriptions is much higher than 
ever before. 

The Council now spend more than £1,000 a year in 
relief of distress, and the proportion of this sum 
borne by subscriptions—little more than one-third— 
cannot be considered to-be satisfactory. 

During the quarter circulars have been issued to 
secure votes for the admission of two of the children 
of a member recently deceased, to the Wolverhampton 
Orphanage. The thanks of the Council are due in 
the matter to Mr. R. C. Trigger, whose influence 
secured the promise of a large number of votes, and 
I am glad to report that both children were elected.” 

3. Cases.—No. 22, widow, aged 86, very infirm. 
A report was received on this case, and it was resolved 
that in the special circumstances the grant of 25s. 
per week be continued. 

No. 63, widow, aged 57, one son aged 20, appren- 
tice. A report was received from Colonel Brittlebank 
on this case, and it was resolved that a special grant 
of £10 be made. 

No. 64, existing practitioner, son of veterinary 
surgeon, aged 65, unable to work through ill-health. 

(Continued at foot of first column, page 342.) 
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Association Reports. 


North Midland Division 
( Continued). 


Mr. H. SuMNER, proceeding, said: It is sug- 
gested that the portals of the Royal College 
should be relieved or opened. I believe that in order 
to have men who are skilled practitioners the Royal 
College should have one portal to licence them to the 
practice of the profession. There are different 
degrees, in addition to the licence, wnich are open for 
them to secure. Some point has been made in the 
discussion regarding the degree course, that it is to be 
taken in conjunction with the licensing course, and 
the Universities seem to be offended that men taking 
their course should be handicapped by taking the 
College course. I understand also that we all should 
have embraced science more fully. This country 
never has applied science to the safety walks of life 
and to manufacture. In Germany, at any rate, I 
understand that, no matter what qualifications a 
man may gain, unless he holds the Diploma of the 
State he is not allowed to practise veterinary medicine 
and surgery in that country. If there is that, in a 
country which recognises science and in which prac- 
titioners of science seem to be able to live, it behoves 
this country to preserve to the last ditch the one portal 
in veterinary surgery and medicine. Nobody without 
that qualification since 1881 can call himself a veteri 
nary surgeon. We know perfectly well that a man can 
practise veterinary surgery and medicine, but can- 
not go into law courts and cannot sue for debts. 
Nothing directs that when we are sick we shall have 
a qualified medical man. When we consider the many 
portals of the medical profession and as to whether 
these have seriously improved the position of that 
service, those who are best qualified to judge will 
admit it has not, and they would very much like to 
possess the privilege enjoyed by our own R.C.V.S. 

These, gentlemen, are a few thoughts hastily 
gathered together coming through to Sheffield in the 
train. My object in coming here is to appeal. For 








(Continued from page 341 ) 
It was resolved that the grant of 15s. per week be 
continued in this case. 

No. 67, widow, aged 30, two young children. 
Reports were received on this case showing that this 
widow, who lives with her mother, also a widow, is 
without means. It was resolved that a grant of 10s. 
per week be made for the present quarter. 

4. Annual Report.—The Secretary submitted 
the draft annual report, which after emendation was 
approved and ordered to be issued. 

5. Correspondence._-A letter was received from 
Mr. H. C. Wilkie, F.R.C.V.S., offering assistance in 
connection with the Royal Caledonian Schools, and 
the Secretary was instructed to thank Mr. Wilkie 
for his generous offer, and to file the letter for refer- 


ence. 
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| what ? That we should do all we can and do whatever 
| we are asked to do. I think good will come out ol 
these schemes of investigating animal diseases. 
although it has not come ouc way, and it has not come 
in the way it would please us; still, in the long run. 
it will not only do the profession some good, but will 
benefit the Empire. 

We are three thousand strong. Can we speak as 
one body ? The answer is in the negative. Can we 
assume a similar attitude to that which the British 
Medical Association assumes? Can we criticise the 
appointments offered and advise our men not to 
apply until the Local Authority bounces up the emolu- 
ments to what that particular Medical Association 
thinks is beneficial to that profession ? No! Because 
we are careless, we have no esprit-de-corps. In which 
way is it to be forthcoming ? We try to induce people 
to come to such meetings as we have to-day. If 
there is one thing I should like to see, it would be a 
shaking of the bones and a quickening of the powers 
of the profession, that the profession would be 
cohesive, that she would get out of her listlessness. 
We have missed it this time; we shall miss more 
unless we pull ourselves together. How is it that for 
the salary offered by the Ministry of Agriculture plus 
Civil Service bonus they can get any number of 
eligible men? If we were strong enough we should 
advise them not to take it, or we might advise the 
Ministry of Agriculture to increase the emolument ; 
and if we were told that the state of the market is 
such that there are very many more men than there 
are positions for, what could we do? The fault lies 
with the profession. She is not cohesive, and has not 
the power. 

[f I could have stirred up a feeling in the breast of 
anyone here who is not a member of this division 
and of the National, I shall feel 1 have done some 
good. I should like every one of you here to get hold 
of such aman. I feel strongly convinced that, if the 
veterinary profession were cohesive, she could very 
materially increase the emoluments which are so 
inadequate for the members of our profession, and 
assume a more honoured place in the councils of the 
mighty. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Asson: I would like to compliment my old 
friend, Mr. Sumner, on his very lucid, instructive 
and well-thought-out address. It is typical of the 
man, and we want more of his calibre amongst us. 
We are highly honoured that Mr. Sumner has come 
and given us this very interesting address. We have 
undoubtedly strong forces against us, and the tide 
is going to take some stemming. We shall have to be 
very careful how we proceed, but must move for- 
ward, or we shall be out of the running. There 
is one thing which we must fight for with all our 
might, and that is the one portal system to 
the Veterinary Profession. It will be a sorry day, 
I think, for our profession, which is a small one 
academically, when Universities all over the country 





| come to grant veterinary degrees, I think one of the 
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little weaknesses with regard to the position we 
occupy in relation to the Universities during the 
present moment has been our entrance examination. 
We rather lowered the standard; we had better 
have raised it. There may come a time, and, 
I think, before long, when we shall have to consider 
the raising of that preliminary examination to the 
same standard as that required for entrance to the 
Universities. We believe that the standard was 
lowered with the best intentions at the time, and we 
feel that they could not have raised the status of the 
preliminary examination at that time with impunity. 
What a pity it is that our profession is so apathetic ; 
that it is really carried on by so very few men. I hope 
that the address which Mr. Sumner has given us will 
stimulate men to come forward and attend our 
meetings, and so band ourselves together. Unity 
means strength, and it is only by uniting that we can 
wage war against these forces against us. 


Mr. Hupson: I think the matter is rather too 
complicated for me to say much, but there is one thing 
I would like to say, and that is in support of the one 
portal system. I think it is a very good one, for the 
simple reason that all veterinary surgeons of the future 
will be turned out as competent practitioners. For 
my own part I have never thought that the veterinary 
practitioner wanted to be a super-scientific man. 
Th»? man who is capable of doing the work of a country 
and town practice is the one who is most likely to 
benefit the country as a whole. On the other hand, 
I do think that a number of the veterinary students 
should be given every facility for obtaining further 
knowledge. particularly in research work. It appears 
to me that you can not make research workers like 


turning out sausages. It never appears to those in , 


authority that the necessary qualifications are often 
a natural gift in a student or in a man, and, if they have 
not that gift naturally, I do not think many men are 
going to acquire it. 

Another point which I would like to raise is that 
the profession has found out many cures for diseases 
which are never used now. Many years ago the germ 
or bacillus which caused black quarter was discovered, 
and soon after a vaccine was found which, in many 
practitioners’ hands, has proved very useful in the 
prevention of the disease. Now how many farmers 
try it? I have lived and practised in a cattle-breeding 
district, and I do not think that 1 per cent. of the 
farmers around have ever come to me for vaccine 
against black quarter, although there are hundreds of 
cattle die in my district every year. Again, take 
tuberculosis. We have advanced far, aided by the 
medical profession, in the production of tuberculin. 


What advantage do farmers take of it? A few | 


cattle, mostly pedigree stock for shipment abroad, are 
tested, but what is done to increase the prevention 
of tuberculosis in their own herds ? During the whole 
time I have been in practice not more than half-a- 
dozen farmers—-and they have been gentlemen far- 
mers~-have asked me to test their cattle with a view 
to finding out what animals were affected with tuber- 
culosis. If we have these things, and we are able to 
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use and give them to the farmers for their benefit, and 
they never seek them or want to go to the expense 
of applying them, why is it really necessiry for us to 
find this money to further veterinary research ? I am 
not against finding out or seeking further discoveries, 
but at the same time I think if the country is not 
going to make better or more use of what is found out 
with this money than it has done in the past. 
it is not much use spending money. Some scheme 
I think might be arranged which would help veterinary 
practitioners of a studious mind. I have never been 
able to see, from what little I have read, where the 
expense comes in in research work. There are simple 
ways in which research can be carried out by private 
practitioners, and it is chiefly in the way of finding 
time that the veterinary practitioner requires help, 
and I do think that if means were found for private 
practitioners to carry out research work, more good 
might be done than by spending large amounts on 
schools and universities. 

Mr. Fietcuer: Mr. Sumner has covered the ground 
particularly well. There is no controversial matter 
which we can bring forward. The Royal College 
has never been ready enough, to my mind, to take hold 
of the ideas that Mr. Sumner has brought before us 
to-day. I think that during his year of office the 
powers that be will waken up to the position that the 
veterinary profession is holding. 

There are a lot of points that might be raised. Mr. 
Abson has mentioned some of them. It is very evident 
that the Government have to be urged forward, not 
by our own particular division, because we find out 
we have very little power, and the division has very 
little power, in reference to any scheme that is 
brought forward by the Government to give grants 
to universities. The only way to get something done 
is through our parent Association or parent College, 
and to see that we in the future are more highly 
organised than we have been in the past. I think 
Mr. Sumner is on the right lines. I believe that Mr. 
Sumner’s address is one that will create a lot of thought 
and will to some extent bear fruit. It seems to me 
propaganda work always comes to those who do not 
need propaganda. We are here because we are 
interested, but the man who is not interested will 
not come, and propaganda work never reaches him. 
What we can do I do not know. There are men in the 
profession who have never attended a meeting of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, who have 
never subscribed to the National, and who would 
never, unless the law made it compulsory on their 
part, subscribe to the R.C.V.S. We all acknowledge 
that propaganda work is to be persisted in. 

I thank Mr. Sumner very heartily for his address. 

Mr. Lioyp: I rise to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Sumner for his address and attendance 
here to-day. I have no remarks to make except this—- 
he said, “that the veterinary bones ought to be shaken 
up.” I would like him to go further than this and put 
some backbone into the profession. 

I am pleased to see Mr. Livesey, and to welcome him 
as Acting Hon. Secretary of the N.V.M.A. and Editor 
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of the Veterinary Record. I am pleased at the great 
improvement there has been within the last month 
or six weeks in the Veterinary Record. The paper 
wanted making bigger, as there is plenty of material 
to be obtained. 

Mr. Green: I have great pleasure in seconding 
this vote of thanks to Mr. Sumner. It is a great 
pleasure to me to come here. Although we ought to 
carefully and jealously guard the entrance into our 
profession, still I think we ought to be big enough to 
recognise schemes which, though they come from other 
sources, are going to be of benefit to the profession in 
general. I think it would raise the status of our 
profession if we were sufficiently big enough to say—- 
weil, this has not come from us, but it is going to be 
for the advantage of the profession and going to do 
some good. 

Mr. ABSsON then rose and proposed a vote of thanks 
to the visitors. 

Mr. Livesey: It is a great pleasure indeed for me 
to attend for the first time a meeting of the North 
Midland Division. I am pleased to see that Mr. 
Sumner has done propaganda work in the north of 
England, and I have no doubt we shall have it in the 
south. His address is extremely interesting and gives 
food for thought. 

I believe that some of those who have discussed Mr. 
Sumner’s address have not paid sufficient attention to 
one point—that the Council of the Royal College has 
only very limited powers. It is a governing and 
examining body. It has nothing whatever to do with 
research work. Research work must arise from the 
profession itself. At the present time there is a move- 
ment on foot in London that a Research Council into 
animal pathology be formed. That subject will come 
up before the National—-very probably at the Annual 
General Meeting. That is to say, a Council of veter- 
inary surgeons consisting of not less than seven and 
not more than ten, to act as an advisory body in animal 
pathology. I think it is a step in the right direction, 
and when it becomes known will enhance the reputa- 
tion of the veterinary profession before the general 
public. Mr. Sumner said something about cohesion. 
It is not only necessary that we should have cohesion, 
but amalgamation. The profession lacks much in that 
respect. These societies, which have now become part 
of the National, are the only means of stimulating 
individual members of the profession. When the 
National took over the Veterinary Record it was 
considered a particularly valuable asset by which we 
could get hold of the individual practitioner. Owing 
to the cost of production, it was necessary to raise the 
price. £2 2s. Od. is the subscription to the National, 
and the Veterinary Record is thrown in. I am quite 
sure that tne Record canbe made very much better 
with the help of the members of the profession. I 
appeal to members of this division and other friends 
to help the Record and increase its circulation and make 
it a paying concern. You can do this by giving 
advertisements. If I can get a few more advertise- 
ments, I can give another four or eight pages. I have 
plenty of good material and willing workers, but I am 
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| not able to use them because I am limited as to 
expense. The expense is covered by advertisements. 
I am sorry if I have perhaps taken you a little out of 
the line, but that was one point which I wanted to 
bring forward. I am pleased to be among the Society 
this afternoon, and hope at some future time I shall 
have the pleasure of attending another meeting of your 
division. 

The members then adjourned for tea, and afterwards 
returned to take part in the routine business of the 
meeting. 

The Hon. TREASURER submitted his balance sheet 
for 1923, which showed a surplus in the bank of £39 
15s. 10d. On the proposition of Mr. Co Ltinson, 
seconded by Mr. Ropinson, the balance sheet was 
passed, 

Mr. H. L. Torrance showed a specimen of angio- 
matosis in a horse, and remarked that the tumours 
were subcutaneous in the region of the flank. They 
presented the usual appearances, that is, a stronger 
connective tissue separating the Llood spaces. 

Tne PResIDENT exhibited the cystic liver of a cat, 
the small intestines of a yearling filly showing ulcera- 
tion and abscess formation, and the jaw of a goat 
showing actinomycosis. 

Mr. T. C. FiercHEer showed cases of embolism of 
the mesenteric artery of colts and questioned the 
treatment of strongyles by oil of chenopodium. He 
stated that the latter was much too expensive for 
general practice. 

The PResipDENT stated that he had treated a case 
of ascaris megalocephalus by the administration of 
copper sulphate. 

Mr. GREEN remarked that he had tried oil of cheno- 
podium, but to the detriment of his pocket. He had 
better results from alternative doses of arsenic and 
sulphate of iron. 

Mr. Livesey said that he had good results, in the 
treatment of round worms, with small doses of oil of 
aniseed on an empty stomach with a dose of hot milk 
to follow. 

The PRESIDENT stated he had good results in such 
cases from the use of sulphur carbolate of soda. 

Mr. Livesey spoke of having had success in the 
treatment of tape and round worms by giving 3 to 10 
' grains of kamala, according to size. A dose of chlore- 
tone first helped the vermifuge to act safely and 
quickly. 

Mr. Mureatroyp stated that chlorotone was good 
treatment in cases of vomition. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that he had no success 
with the administration of pituitrin, but Mr. Livesey 
said he had introduced pituitrin in 1904 with good 
resulis. He gave five minims in uterine inertia on a £50 
bull bitch, and got eight pups from her in five days. 
He gave eight or ten doses subcutaneously, but 
thought results were better when administered intra- 
muscularly. 

Mr. T. C. FLETCHER said he would like to know if 
the treatment was successful in parturition in pigs. 

Mr. Hupson stated that he had used it with 
success. 
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The PRESIDENT enquired if it would be good treat- 
ment in the retention of the placenta. 

Mr. FLETCHER thought not, as the placenta was 
attached by the cotyledons, and before the placenta 
could be passed away that attachment had to be 
broken down. 

Mr. LivEsEY mentioned a suggested bureau for 
obtaining openings for students as pupils, improvers 
or assistants. He had received several applications, 
and from three Colleges. He was willing to make a 
register for one, two, three and four year students, 
and should be glad to put them in communication 
with practitioners willing to receive them. 

The PRESIDENT thought pupils were of very little 
use to the practitioner, as at present the practice of 
many members would not provide sufficient work to 
keep the pupil fully employed. 

Mr. Hupson thought students should serve a pupil- 
age. This was endorsed by the Hon. Secretary, 
who thought a whole year’s pupilage was better than 
pupils only seeing practice during the vacations. In 
nearly all veterinary practices there was to be met 
with what could be called seasonal practice, and 
unless the student put in a whole year’s pupilage it was 
impossible for him to see that. 

Mr. FLETCHER thought pupils expected too much. 
Many of them wanted to be paid for their services. 
In his opinion the pupils should pay, and not the 
principals. 

Mr. Livesey thought that paying pupils should be 
taken out on the round by the principal, and not 
employed in such occupations as bottle washing. 

Major Anson thought that compulsory pupilage 
was beneficial and produced good practical assistants. 

Mr. CoLLinson was also of the opinion that pupils 
should pay for their privileges. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct 
in the chair terminated the meeting. 

J. 8. Lioyp, 
Hon. Secretary. 


+ eas 


Midland Counties Division. 


ANNUAL waews NG. 


The annual meeting of the Midland Counties 
Division was held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, 
on Friday, February 23rd, when the President (Mr. 
Brennan De Vine) took the chair. The following 
members were also present :—Messrs. H. W. Dawes 
(West Bromwich), J. L. Cormack (Coventry), T. 
Slipper (Sutton Coldfield), H. L. Pemberton (Bridg- 
north), A. Mackenzie (Market Drayton), H. Tudor 
Hughes (Oswestry), J. A. McLauchlan (Stourport), 
L. C. Tipper (Birmingham), J. Martin (Wellington), 
G. Howie (Birmingham), —. White (Birmingham), 
J. Young (Birmingham), J. Robertson (Stourbridge), 
C. F. Parsons (Cheltenham), C. J. Clifford (Shifnal), 
J. O. Powley j(Sutton Coldfield), R. H. H. Over 
(Rugby), H. L. Green (Dudley), J. M. Whyte 
(Tenbury), S. M. Woodward (Birmingham), J. W. 
Conchie (Kidderminster), W. E. Ison (Atherstone), 
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L. W. Heelis (Solihull), W. J. Dale (Coventry), 
T. D. M. Martin (Wellington), J. Martin, jun. 
(Newport), H. B. Hiles (Worcester), A. G. Elder 
(Tewkesbury), A. B. Forsyth (Cannock), C. J. Peach 
(Barton-under-Needwood), L. C. Maguire (Gloucester), 
W. F. Aston (Ludlow), W. H. Brooke (Handsworth), 
and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West 
Bromwich). 

The visitors included :—Mr. H. Sumner (President 
R.C.V.S. and N.V.M.A.), Dr. W. P. Penhale (West 
Bromwich), Lieut.-Colonel Tom Marriott (Pershore), 
Mr. G. H. Livesey (National Medical Veterinary 
Association), Mr. J. R. Barker (Hereford), and Mr. 
Somer (Birmingham). 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir 
Gilbert Barling, Sir John M’Fadyean, Dr. Charnock 
Bradley, Professor Hobday, Messrs. E. W. Parkes, 
W. Tart, Trevor Spencer, M. Sadler, H. A. Turner, 
KE. Ringer, T. J. Brain, A. W. Findlay, W. Dale, 
R. L. Phillips, D. Forwell, A. Crofts, T. H. Hobson, 
J. J. Burchnall, R. Lake, J. R. A. Jones, F. Steward, 
E. Hall, R. C. Trigger, W. Trigger, F. L. Gooch, 
J. R. Carless, T. Ludlow, J. Bainbridge, J. Kemp, 
A. Renfrew, H. Thornton, F. B. O. Taylor, W. Grasby, 
R. Hughes, and others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
confirmed, Lieut.-Colonel T. Marriott, of Abberton, 
Pershore, Worcestershire, and Mr. J. L. Barker, of 
Hereford, were nominated for membership. 

The following gentlemen, duly nominated at the 
previous meeting, were now unanimously elected 
members of the division :—Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger 
(Tamworth), Mi. A. G. Elder (Tewkesbury), and 
Mr. T. G. Marriott (Northampton). 


OFFICERS FOR THE CoMING YEAR. 


The report of the Council, which met immediately 
prior to that meeting, was read containing recom- 
mendations for office during the ensuing year. Mr. 
Ison, the senior Vice-President, having intimated his 
inability to go to the chair at present, it was recom- 
mended that Mr. A. B. Forsyth be elected President 
of the division; Mr. B. De Vine, Mr. L. W. Heelis, 
and Mr. T. Slipper Vice-Presidents; Mr. W. H. 
Brooke Treasurer; Mr.*H. J. Dawes Hon. Secre- 
tary: Messrs. F. L. ‘Gooch and J. O. Powley Auditors; 
and Mr. H. Tudor Hughes and Mr. J. Young members 
of the Council in place of Messrs. Powley and Slipper, 
who become members ex officio. 

It was further recommended that*the next quar- 
terly meeting of the division be held at Stafford. 
Mr. G. Howie, City of Birmingham Veterinary Depart- 
ment, kindly promised to read a paper. 

The PrestpENT moved the adoption of the report, 
with its various recommendations, and this was 
seconded by Mr. Tripper, and carried. 


THe Dick CoLLEGE CENTENARY. 


The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Dr. O. 
Charnock’ Bradley,’drawing attention to the approach- 
ing centenary of the Royal (Dick) Veterinar 7 College, 
Edinburgh, and inviting that division to assist in 
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the celebrations in some way or other. It was 
proposed to found a Centenary Post-Graduate Fellow- 
ship at an estimated cost of £10,000, towards which 
subscriptions were invited. 

The President and Secretary commended the 
movement, and at their suggestion a committee, 
composed of the following graduates of the Dick 
College, was formed :—Messrs. Powley, Ison, Elder. 
Whyte, McLauchlan, Cormack, Robertson, Howie, 
Parsons, Martin, jun., and Murray. Mr. Ison was 
elected chairman. 


THe Usk or TUBERCULIN. 


A letter was read from the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, containing a copy of a resolution 
usking that the sale of tuberculin should be con- 
trolled and sold only to members of the medical and 
veterinary professions by authorised laboratories. 
Members of that division were invited to give authen- 
tic evidence of the misuse of tuberculin whenever 
such a case came within their knowledge. 

The PRESIDENT said they all knew that tuberculin 
was greatly abused, and on that account their pro- 
fession was often abused also. 

Mr. Cormack thought they should do all they 
could to help the National in this campaign. He 
quite agreed that tuberculin should be controlled 
in its manafacture and sale, and that it should be 
standardised and sold only to the profession. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes moved that that division endorse 
the resolution of the National, and this was seconded 
by Mr. RoBertson. 

Mr. PEMBERTON said he knew of an owner of pedi- 
gree stock who tested his own cattle privately himself 
before he submitted them to any official test. That 
was not a fair way of carrying on. 

Mr. Ison remarked that there could only te one 
opinion as to the necessity for control in the sale of 
tuberculin, and it would strengthen their case if they 
could show where its use had been abused. 

Mr. MarrTIN, sen., said he knew of a similar case 
to that mentioned by Mr. Pemberton, where the 
breeder tested his own cattle unless he wanted a 
certificate. He was afraid they would have difficulty 
in getting legislation to meet the case. ‘ 

Mr. Tupor HuaGues suggested that pedigree as 
well as dairy cattle should be embraced in the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Livesey informed the meeting that the National 
had had a committee sitting inquiring into the manu- 
facture, standardisation and distribution of biological 
products, and tuberculin was one of the subjects 
under consideration. It was a wide subject, but he 
was hoping the committee would report by July, 
if it was only an interim repor:. The committee had 
invited men all over the country to give evidence 
before them, not only veterinary surgeons, but 
makers and users of such products generally. The 
evidence that had so far been collected was very 
extensive and very useful. The committee would be 
glad to hear from anyone willing to give evidence 
before them, and if any member of this division 
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would give specific information as to the improper 
distribution of biological products, or of any misuse 
of them, he would be glad to make the necessary 
arrangements for them to do so. He would let them 
know when the next meeting of the committee took 
place, and their evidence would be very welcome. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes’s resolution was then put to the 
vote and carried. 


Tue “ Fietp” Ditstempeer Funp. 


The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Sir Theo- 
dore Cook, secretary of the Field Distemper Fund, 
inviting the support of members of that division. 

Mr. McLaucutan asked if it was going to benefit 
the Veterinary Profession. 

Mr. AsToN said the answer to that was contained 
in the report of the Medical Research Council. 

Mr. Huaues stated that subscribers of two guineas 
were entitled to receive periodical reports from the 
Distemper Council. Whether it would be to the 
advantage of that division to subscribe such a sum 
in order to be kept au fait with what was going on 
must be a matter of opinion. 

Mr. Aston said that if Mr. Hughes would make 
a proposition to that effect he would willingly second 
it. 

Mr. LivesEy, in answer to a question, said he 
did not know that any society had at present taken 
action. The Council had sent out the circular letter 
which they had just heard read, and it was simply 
asking for subscriptions. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes moved that the letter lie on the 
table till the next meeting, and they would see what 
developed in the meantime. 

This was seconded by Mr. PowLey and agreed to. 

A letter was read from the Royal Sanitary Institute 
inviting that division to appoint delegates to the 
forthcoming Annual Congress at Hull. As the date 
was not till July 30th, the matter was deferred till 
the next meeting. 


THe PRINTING OF PAPERS. 


A letter from Mr. W. F. Aston was read suggesting 
that papers to be read at meetings of the division 
should first be printed and circulated amongst the 
members in order to facilitate discussion. 

Mr. ASTON now came forward and enlarged upon 
this proposal. He said it was done at the Mid-West 
and South Wales Division, which he recently visited, 
and he was struck with the value of the arrangement. 
Discussion of a paper could not be properly under- 
taken on the spur of the moment after they had just 
heard it read for the first time. The cost of printing 
and circulating a paper in advance would not be 
great. He should think it would not exceed £20 a 
year. These meetings ceased to be of value to the 
general practitioner unless they inquired into the 
science of things. He hoped theyjwould see their 
way to fall in with his proposal. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes said they were all sensible of 
the correctness of Mr. Aston’s attitude in this matter, 
but he thought they should pause before committing 
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themselves. These were days when no division 
could pledge itself to any great increase in expenditure 
without careful forethought. They must satisfy 
themselves first that the division would benefit by 
the outlay. 

Mr. Hueues thought the suggestion was a good 
one, but it had come upon them so suddenly that 
they needed time to consider it. He thought it 
should be referred to the Council for their considera- 
tion, and the division could discuss it at some future 
meeting. He moved a resolution to this effect. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes seconded. 

Mr. TrpreR would not like it to go forward that 
they were averse to Mr. Aston’s suggestion. 

Mr. BRooKE also was in agreement with Mr. Aston, 
if it could be shown that the division could afford it. 

Mr. Hueues said he would like to add to his resolu- 
tion that Mr. Aston be thanked for bringing the matter 
forward. 

Mr. AsTON said the resolution carried the matter 
quite as far as he had expected. He was willing to 
leave the matter for the moment with the Council 
of the division. 

The resolution was then carried nem. con. 

Forthcoming Council Election—Mr. Aston said 
that the Mid-West and South Wales Veterinary 
Association had adopted their President, Mr. W. D. 
Rees, as a candidate for the forthcoming Council 
election, and he would be glad if the members could 
see their way to support his candidature. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Mr. Brooke presented his financial statement for 
the year, which, he said, was still subject to audit. 
The balance brought forward from the previous 


year was £134, subscriptions amounted to £53, bank 


interest and interest on War Loan was £6, making 
a total of £193. The expenditure included £5 5s. Od. 
to the Victoria Benevolent Fund, £10 10s. Od. to the 
Malcolm Memorial Fund, and Secretary’s expenses, 
£50, the balance at the bank being £117. 

On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by 
Mr. Martin, the balance sheet was adopted. 

The late Mr. Duckworth.—Mr. H. W. Dawes said 
that since their last meeting they had lost by death 
an old and esteemed member of the division in the 
person of Mr. H. T. L. Duckworth, of Ashbourne. Mr. 
Duckworth was well known to everyone in that 
room, and he enjoyed a high reputation profession- 
ally. He moved that the condolences of the division 
be forwarded to the family in the loss they had 
sustained. 

Mr. SuipreR seconded and Mr. ForsyrTn, as an old 
college friend of the late Mr. Duckworth, added his 
own tribute to his memory. 

The motion was carried sub silentio. 


A PROFESSIONAL MATTER. 


Mr. MAcKENZIE brought forward a matter of 
professional interest. He said he was asked to 
receive a deputation from a branch of the Farmers’ 
Union with reference to his fees, and he did not think 
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he was far wrong in supposing that they wanted him 
to make a reduction. He declined to receive the 
deputation, regarding it as an unwarrantable inter- 
ference between him and his clients. He declined 
to discuss with any outside body his business rela- 
tions with private clients. 

The PRestpEnt said Mr. Mackenzie had done the 
right thing. It would be very unprofessional to 
make an agreement with the Farmers’ Union or with 
anybody else in the matter of what he charged his 
private clients. 

Mr. Livesey said he was consulted by Mr. Mac- 
kenzie in this matter, and he had no hesitation in 
telling him that the course he had taken was the 
right one. He had looked through the files of the 
National Association, and he could find no instance 
of the Association having laid down any scale of fees 
that a veterinary surgeon should charge his clients. 
It was entirely a matter for the veterinary surgeon 
himself. He was sure this division would be inter- 
ested in the matter, and Mr. Mackenzie had done 
them a good turn by bringing it forward. 

Mr. Hugues proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Mackenzie for taking the division thus far into his 
confidence. He could assure Mr. Mackenzie that he 
had the entire sympathy of every member in the 
answer he had given to the Farmers’ Union. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes, in seconding, said Mr. Mackenzie 
had acted in a public-spirited manner in raising the 
question at this meeting. Such an attempt to limit 
the liberty of the individual practitioner must be 
resisted very strongly. 

The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation. 


INTERESTING CASES. 


The remainder of the afternoon was devoted to 
a discussion of interesting cases brought forward by 
members, and as a change from the customary single 
paper it was very much appreciated. 

Parturition Instruments..-Mr. Aston led off with 
an explanation of some parturition instruments 
which he said he preferred to any others he had seen. 
As the calving season was approaching, he thought 
the members would be interested. They were called 
Fletcher’s Parturition instruments, and he had no 
personal interest in the sale of them. Indeed, it 
might not prove an easy matter to purchase them. 
This instrument made the cutting of a fore-limb very 
easy, and the process was much more expeditious 
than by the ordinary method. It did not take up 
much room, and its manipulation was quite simple. 
Mr. Aston then demonstrated how it was used. 

Mr. Brooke said that chorea, was usually asso- 
ciated with distemper, but;he had had one or two 
cases lately in which the dogs had been beyond the 
distemper age. A medical friend of his spoke to him 
of arsenic in the treatment of chorea, and lent him a 
book called “ Rough Remedies,” in which a lot of 
the old drugs were discarded in favour of new methods. 
Amongst them was arsenic. In the human subject 
he found that to quite young children 15 minims of 
liq. arsenicalis had been given twice a day, and on 
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the strength of that he tried it in one or two cases of 
chorea after acute distemper in which he had been 
meeting with no success. They were dogs that 
didn’t much matter, and he treated them with 15 
minims of Fowler’s Solution of Arsenic. Two cases 
had shown distinct improvement. He had also used 
bromide and chloral, and an occasional dose of 
calomel. 

He also mentioned a case of gastro-intestinal 
catarrh in a bulldog. The animal was taken with 
vomiting. There was no movement of the bowels; 
it was very depressed and died. Just before death 
the animal passed some brick-coloured material, 
which appeared to have blood in it. At the post- 
mortem he found the abdominal cavity full of blood. 
He thought at first it was rupture of the liver, but an 
examination of the liver showed that, though it was 
pale, evidently from loss of blood, there was nothing 
else amiss with it. An examination of the intestines 
subsequently revealed the presence of a bone like 
an arrow head of the stone age. This was the cause 
of the mischief. 

Mr. Cormack produced an interesting specimen 
of an ulcerated larynx in a heifer, which he described 
as a very unusual lesion. The animal was a cross- 
bred shorthorn and newly-calved. He was called in 
to see her on December 29th, four days after she 
had calved. Her temperature was 105, varying 
slightly during the course of her illness, but never 
lower than 104. She showed all the symptoms of 
milk fever, pleurisy and broncho-pneumonia. The 
pleurisy and the pneumonia subsided, but there was 
a recurrence of the pleurisy on a later examination. 
A few days after he noticed a little pain in the throat, 
and when drenched with gruel, or when she had hay 
in her mouth, she had difficulty in swallowing. There 
was no marked swelling of the throat, but the pain 
remained in spite of vigorous stimulating treatment. 
There was only a slight cough. He attended her 
from December 29th till January 15th, when he gave 
her up. The owner kept her alive a week longer, 
and then had her shot. Although she had taken no 
food for a month, her carcase, when opened, might 
have been mistaken for that of a fat animal. The 
post-mortem showed pleuritic deposit on both chest 
walls, more extensive on the left than on the right, 
and the anterior lobe of the right lung was one mass 
of septic pneumonia. He found ulceration of the 
larynx to be the chief cause of the whole trouble, 
although she had a cold to begin with. 


Answering Mr. Powtry, Mr. Cormack said the 
glands became slightly enlarged, but not to the 
extent he would have expected. 

Another interesting specimen shown by Mr. Cor- 
mack was the upper part of a horse’s mouth containing 
eight incisors, all well developed and in good position. 

Mr. Cormack next showed one or two tubes of 
worms. The interesting thing about one bunch of 
about twenty tape-worms was that they came from 
a puppy seven weeks old. He had never seen such 
a thing in a dog so young. Other specimens were 
the round-worm in the cat and tape-worms from a 
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horse. In his experience tape-worms in the horse 
were very rare. 


Mr. H. W. Dawes showed some photos of two 
interesting clinical cases. The first case dated back 
to the summer of 1920. The animal was a cart- 
horse, bought six months before it came under his 
notice, costing £190. The animal was five years 
old and of a very good stamp. About the end of 
May he developed a cold, but resumed work, and 
in view of the later history this cold was interesting 
to remember. A month afterwards the horse began 
to develop a hard, dense and apparently non-inflam- 
matory swelling of the masseter muscle. It was 
about two inches in diameter, and nothing in the way 
of suppuration could be detected. The swelling 
remained constant for some days, and then increased 
rapidly, involving the whole side of the face. A 
careful examination of the mouth was made, but no 
abnormal condition could be detected at the time. 
The swelling increased in size, the animal fell off his 
food and lost flesh. There was no sign of a split 
molar or tooth trouble, and treatment of a most 
energetic nature was of no avail. The swelling was 
punctured for exploratory purposes, and it was only 
a dense mass of tissue with no areas of suppuration. 
A tooth eventually became loose, and it was removed, 
and thorough antiseptic treatment of the mouth 
was adopted. Another tooth afterwards became 
loose, but the animal was a perfect wreck, and in five 
weeks from the commencement of the swelling it 
died. He laid the facts before Sir John M’Fadyean, 
who said the horse’s history was scarcely consistent 
with the view that the swelling was caused by the 
formation of a neoplasm. The rapid increase in the 
growth of the swelling, its extension to both sides 
of the temporal region, the loosening of the teeth, 
and the loss of the coronoid process and articular 
condyle could hardly be accounted for, except on the 
view that the process was intlammatory and the 
result of some infection. As to what that infection 
was he (Mr. Dawes) was still in the dark. Whether 
the original cold was the start of the legion he could 
not say. The extraordinary thing was the intense 
rapidity of the process, and in five weeks from the 
swelling being noticed the animal died. He believed 
it was inflammation of a most intensive character, 
which destroyed everything in its way. 


The next case was one of ectopia of the testicle in . 
the dog. The animal was a toy “ Pom.,” nine years 
old. It had been under his treatment for trifling 
conditions for the last four years. It was then run 
over, being slightly lamed in a hind leg. This passed 
off and the animal walked normally again. Up to 
this time it only had one small testicle in the scrotum. 
About two months ago a small swelling was noticed 
on the side of the penis, two and a half inches from 
the scrotum, which increased, and gave the dog 
trouble in getting up and down stairs. The photo- 
graph produced gave an excellent idea of the con- 
dition. The testicle, which had undergone some 
enlargement, was removed by ligation, and an unevent- 
ful recovery followed. 
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Mr. Joun Youna’s Case No. 1—Wire-haired fox 
terrier puppy dog, ten months old. This was a 
pedigree dog and a winner of many prizes. At ten 
months it fell off a great deal in condition, got very 
thin, and the abdomen became very distended. At 
first sight it appeared to be suffering from ascites. 
On carefully examining it I diagnosed a tumour. 
The abdominal cavity was very hard. The animal 
was given purgatives, but there was no reduction 
in size of the abdominal cavity. We decided to 
operate. The animal was placed under chloroform ; 
the abdominal cavity on being opened was found to 
be full of multiple tumours growing from the roof 
of the abdominal cavity. I concluded, on examina- 
tion, that the case was hopeless, and the dog was 
destroyed while still under the influence of chloro- 
form. Subsequent microscopical examination of the 
tuthours showed it was an osteo-sarcoma. This is 
& unique specimen, and the largest I have ever seen 
in a dog. (A specimen of the tumour was shown at 
the meeting.) 

Case No, 2—Black pug bitch. This was a pedigree 
bitch and a winner of numerous prizes. She was 
affected with double inguinal hernia, which prevented 
her being futher shown or bred from. We decided 
to operate. When she was under chloroform I was 
able to reduce the hernia by returning the bowel to 
the abdominal cavity. I then cut through each 
hernial sac, scraped the edges of the hernial ring, 
and closed by interrupted catgut sutures. The 
animal made an uninterrupted recovery, and is now 
rearing three puppies. (The bitch was shown at 
the meeting.) 

Mr. Young, continuing, said the subject of distem- 
per in dogs is causing increased interest to the dog- 
owning public from day to day, and a special committee 
has now been formed to investigate this subject. 

All my life as a veterinary surgeon I have had to 
meet with great difficulties in the treatment of 
distemper, but for the past twelve months I have 
met with great success in treating this complaint. 

I can give you detuils of twelve cases I have had 
recently. All but three made complete recovery, and 
these three developed chorea. 

The speaker detailed the cases, the first of which 
was as follows :—A wire-haired fox terrier dog had 
been ill for ten days, temperature 105° F., discharge 
from the nose and eyes, very dull and listless, refused 
all food. Treatment.—I gave a hypodermic injection 
of canine distemper, mixed bacterin, sodii sal. tablets, 
five grains, and small doses of mag. sulph. given in 
the drinking water once a day. This was repeated 
every third day. I gave in all four hypodermic 
injections. For the first few days the dog would 
take no food. We gave him doses of beaten-up egg 
with a spoonful of brandy every few hours. When 
his appetite improved he was given raw minced meat, 
beef tea, bread and rice pudding. This was one of 
the worst cases I had, and he made an uninterrupted 
recovery. 

From my experience of this method of treatment, 
I think it should prove a great boon to the members 
of the profession and to dog owners generally. 
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The PRESIDENT asked what the cost of the treat- 
ment was to the veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Young replied that it was quite nominal, but 
he never charged less than two guineas, and some- 
times as much as four guineas. 

Mr. R. P. Hotmes produced three interesting 
cases. The first was two samples of pork taken 
from a pig affected with generalised tubercule. 
The sample showed well-defined tubercular lesions 
along the cervical portion of the spinal column. 
The second was a case in which one of the ductless 
glands of an ox was affected with tuberculosis. This 
was of interest because of the rare occurrence of 
tuberculosis in the suprenal gland, with extensive 
lesions in the lymphatic glands. The third specimen 
illustrated a parasitic condition of the lungs of a 
sheep and the liver of an ox showing an extensive 
number of echinococcus cysts. 

Mr. Tupor Hueues: Cattle maiming cases for- 
tunately are rare, and appear to be more so in the 
records of this country than most others ; but even 
if they are rare, the occasions upon which the problem 
has been solved and the culprit brought to justice 
are fewer still. 

Cattle maiming is usually evidence of sadism, 
which means a sexual perversion of cruelty, and is 
so named after the infamous Marquis de Sade (who 
died in the Charenton Lunatic Asylum in 1814). 

These cases are generally very baffling, and one is 
easily led to an erroneous diagnosis, especially if the 
maimed animal happens to be one in cestrum, as any 
unexplained injury to the genitalia at that period 
would be liable to be ascribed to the copulatory act. 
If the sexual pervert responsible happens to belong 
to the vagrant and/or itinerant class, there is perhaps 
little chance of detection, certainly less than if resident 
in one locality ; but in any case detection is an awk- 
ward and ticklish business, and whenever the police 
succeed in apprehending a cattle-maimer they are 
deserving of all praise, for these sexual perverts are 
as a rule possessed of a diabolical degree of cunning. 
The losses that stock-owners may incur from such 
an outrage are considerable, and until the matter is 
correctly diagnosed, no preventive (police) measures 
can be called into play. ~* 

On a small hill farm in Montgomeryshire, carried 
on by a widow and her son, they began to lose the 
cows under most mysterious circumstances in the 
summer of 1913. As far as the history could be 
gleaned, they had been turned out dpparently all 
right, and some time afterwards would be found 
seriously ill, generally associated with “loss of 
appetite, salivation, bloating, and much body pain.” 
As far as I can remember, three veterinary surgeons 
had investigated the matter, one of whom had, I 
was given to understand, made a chemical analysis, 
and discovered that it was a case of hemlock poisoning. 
The county botanist visited the premises and made 
a careful botanical survey, and published a leaflet 
for the Agricultural Committee ve Death of Cattle 
from Vegetable Poisoning, ascribing the deaths to 
poisoning by water dropwort (Ananthe Crocata). 1 
mention these facts not to disparage these gentlemen, 
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who no doubt pursued their enquiry with pains- 
taking care, for the matter was becoming one of 
public interest, and was taken up by the local farmers’ 
association, but to give you some idea ot the craftiness 
and cunning with which the outrages were carried 
on. In the summer there was some ground for 
suspecting vegetable poisoning, but when I was 
called in in January, 1914, I could not accept that 
conclusion with complacency in the depth of winter, 
when none of these plants were either in leaf or 
flower, and on examination of the forage there did 
not appear to be an excessive amount of hollow, 
withered stems. Another factor in the history 
elicited that struck me as being curious was that 
none but adult female animals had died, and, further, 
all had been reared on the farm ; still more puzzling 
was the fact that the owner had never seen one 
actually taken ill. The occurrence had either been 
reported to him by someone else, or it had come on 
when he was away from home. 


(To be continued.) 





Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 


Diary of Events. 


14th—-N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W.1. 

17th—Meeting of the South Eastern Division. 

2ist—N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W.1. 


May 
May 


May 24th-Voting Papers and Annual Report 
R.C.V.S. issued. 

May 25.h—Entries to be received at R.C.V.S. for 
D.V.S.M. Examination. 

May 28th—N.V.M.A. Editorial Committee meeting, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W.1. 

May 3lst—-Last date for Voting Papers to be 


returned to Secretary R.C.V.S. 
‘ 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


Annual General Meeting, Tuesday, August 14th, at York. 


We are very fortunate this year in securing a good 
building in which to hold our annual meeting. The 
Provisional Committee have made arrangements for 
the use of the Tempest Anderson Hall at York. 
This is situated in the Yorkshire Museum buildings, 
which stand in ten acres of grounds in St. Mary’s 
Abbey, overlooking the river, and only a few minutes’ 
walk from the station. It is said that, speaking in a 
whisper, one can be easily heard by five hundred 


people. 
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Some very interesting demonstrations and opera- 
tions have been arranged to take place at the premises 
of Messrs. Thos. Walker and Sons, also close to the 
station. This firm has very kindly placed their reposi- 
tory at our disposal, and from all accounts it seems 
to be an ideal place for our purpose. Everything 
points to a very pleasant and instructive meeting, 
but its success depends on the support given by 
members, and we again express the hope that everyone 
will make an effort to attend. Further details as to 
arrangements and facilities will be published from 


time to time. 


% % * 2K 


It is very gratifying to the Editorial Committee that 
we should continue to receive such pleasant encourage- 
ment from members in almost all parts of the world. 
We have quite a bundle of letters expressing apprecia- 
tion of the Record and the pleasure derived from its 
weekly appearance. Here is an extract from a letter 
from 8.W. Africa: “The Record is a live paper, and 
I look forward to its arrival every week ; it also acts 
as a link with ‘ Blighty,’ which is a consideration 
in the case of those who emigrated.” 

ee ae. 


But the appreciation is not confined to those abroad. 
From all over England and Scotland the same expres- 
sions have come, together with good wishes and even 
subscriptions. Of course this makes the work very 
pleasant, even if it is a little exacting, and we hope 
that renewed interest in the Record will tend to kindle 
and develop a real interest in the National, for that, 
after all, is the object of those who, every week, do 
their best to provide the profession with a readable 
journal, 

* x * * 

We are always glad to have more material to work 
with. Clinical notes are believed to be one of the most 
popular features in a professional journal, but we get 
all too few. If our readers have not the time to write 
an article or hesitate to elaborate the facts of a case, 
they need only send us their notes, and we will put 
them in a form suitable for publication. Other con- 
tributions, such as articles, are always welcome, but 
some are not always possible of publication owing 
to the writers’ tendency to drop into personalities. 
We hope that our comments will not discourage 
anyone from sending everything he thinks may be of 
use or interest, and we shall always give such matters 
our most careful consideration. 


* * * * 


Here is a maxim which we should like to see given 
a prominent place in the home and surgery of every 
veterinary surgeon, so that many, as a result of the 
constant reminder, may feel constrained to act up 
to it. Francis Bacon, in the Preface to his Maxims 
of the Law, says: “I hold every man a debtor to his 
profession ; from the which as men of course do seek 
to receive countenance and profit, so ought they of 
duty to endeavour themselves by way of amends 
to be a help and ornament thereunto.” 
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The Indian eanieied Service Association. 


An Association entitled “The Indian Veterinary 
Service Association” has recently been formed. 

All information regarding the objects of this 
Association can be had from the Honorary Secretary, 
who will also be glad to give any information regard- 


ing Veterinary Service in India to any Veterinary | 


Surgeon who may desire it. 


Obituary. 
O’CaRROLL, Maurice J., 20 High Street, Bow, E.3.— 
Graduated N. Edinburgh, 2Ist April, 1885. Died Ist 
May, 1923, aged 58. 


Mr. F. Bullock writes: I very much regret to say that 
I have just read in the Recueil de Medecine Veterinaire, 
for the 15th March, that Dr. Med. Vet. J. Schmidt, of 
Kolding, Denmark, Officer of the Belgian Order of Leopold 
IT., has died at the age of 78 years. 





The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following :— 
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Report of a meeting of the Central Division, from Capt. 


J. P. Macdonald, Hon. Sec. 
Report of a meeting of the West of Scotland Division, 

from Mr. G. W. Weir. 
Communications from Mr. C. V. Dayus, E. 


P. Edwards, 
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Scientific 
Veterinary Products. 


CAPORIT Having a Rideal-Walker co-efficient of 197, 
Wound dress- APORIT is by far the most potent disinfect- 
ing and ant. For Veterinary use, it is supplied as a 
Antiseptic. powder for dry dressing, also as a powder for 
lotions and as an ointment. 
ARICYL Solution of an organic compound of Arsenic for 
Tonic. subcutaneous and intravenous injection. A 
formative, invigorating tonic, swift in action, sure 
in result. 
PULBIT An excellent intestinal astringent and absorbent, 
Anti- tasteless and odourless ; insoluble in water. 
diarrhoicum Administered in all cases of diarrhoea, dysentery, 
etc. No disagreeable after-effects. 
PROTARGOL A proteid Compound of Silver in the form of 
(Vet) sticks, easily soluble, for infectious Vaginal 
Bactericide. Catarrh, especially in cattle. Safe and sure 
results; no irritant action on the mucous 
membrane. 
CONCENTRATED. CONVENIENT. 
EASILY APPLIED. SURE RESULTS. 
Additional Products in course of preparation. 
C2 


For particulars and samples apply to the Sole Importers :— 


Millwards Merchandise Limited, 













































































and J. G. P. Grogan. P.O. BOX 455. MANCHESTER. 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. Summary of Returns. 
Foot- Glanders : 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including —. ag Swine Fever. 
Disease. _ 3 Farcy). . ih Wea. & S " , 
Cases = = 98 x. 3 £8 ¥ re B38 
Mestad Confirmed.} ¢ = & WT > 43 gi 32 Bl | 8 al 3 £88 
un eneee C. S718 |82° [Foe S [F&o8| S [Fos] §$ fms 
]2. | |e. [8 jest} * [esd] * [ese] 2. i232 
els3 | =z ey |\2s2S[s>8) = [g>2| 2 [gm>S] eB = s 
-|we Pe! € FEE lS ZSspeos| = fos! § [EOS Es lossy 
S/SE/SE) = | SE lEsFSEss) 2 Esa] & Byaleé le78 
° $s < =I ec = = S q x Owes O < ‘Ss 3 © < a 3 < 3 a 5 3 2 
A }o =) | <q © < O < [Oo <q jo i) <7) 
GT. BRITAIN. | | 
Week ended 28th April, 1923 a | 26 29 l 10 | 15; 2i 3 49 | 20 
—- | 
' 1922 |... | 16 | 17 4 108 17-+ 20] 5 28 | 12 
Comes me et ue 2] ee 16 43, 49] 5 | 29] 38 
- 1920 J ...| .. | 12 | 13 Jf t | 321 | .. | .. | 77) 99) 6 | 40] 9 
| | | | 
Total for 17 weeks, 1923 260 | 291 7 271 7 ie 420 637 | 305 615 | 251 
, 1922 tg ar 227 | 251 [1083 | 52307 isis | sag 604 895] 371 -| 393 | 143 
Commeenes H 1921 | 18 1 [214 | 253 | 27 | 2657 3 6 | 1207 1894] 351 | 397 | 114 
_ 1920 4\ ... | 166 | 199 | 42 | 2505 9 | 16 | 2101 3672] 267 | 740 | 253 
Notes, - The figures for the current year are approximate only. *Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 
IRELAND. | | Outbreaks © q 
Week ended 21st April, 1923 | ; 3 7 
| — 
1922 ... — | 2 1 5 | 85 
Corresponding Week in 1921 ... oo a | 2 3 ee 2 
1920... it 1] 1 is 3 2 1 2 
Total tor 16 weeks, 1923 35 48 | 63 | 505 
| Ms penestiate 
1922 me ‘a 52 95 86 | 521 
Corresponding period in 1921... we | nia 2 41 é -_ 35 127 21 | 160 
1920 ... 1} 1 _ l 3 56 136 3 13 

















Norsz.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 











THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 12, 1923. 





























ay WARDEN ¥@ 


SEES Shy LU IAN Fg ia 
ETNSURANCE \ gs hy COMPANY » 









C= 





ey || 











is LIMITED 
ESTABLISHED Ga 1875 








Honoured with the Patronage of H.M. the King. 


FORMERLY KNOWN AS 
THE HORSE, CARRIAGE AND GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 


PIONEER LIVE STOCK INSURANCE OFFICE. 


HORSES CATTLE ANTHRAX 
STALLIONS BROOD MARES and FOALS. 


All Classes of Insurance (except Life) Transacted. 





CHIEF OFFICE: 


21 IRONMONGER LANE, LONDON, E.C.2. 


R. R. WILSON, Manager and Secretary. 
R. PARKER SMITH, Sub-Manager. R. M. ANDERSON, Agency Manager. 
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MANCHESTER 
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